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American Indians had lived in North America for thousands of years by the time European settlers

arrived. The settlers came in search of land and were eager to build farms, roads, and towns. The

Indians lived off the land and believed it belonged to everyone. When the U.S. government

completed the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, the plan to expand the country to the Pacific Ocean set

up a collision course between the two groups ways of life.
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I use this to support the topic of Turning Points with a fifth grade class. It wasn't easy to find

something at this level that covered the Native American Indian side of this time period. Very eye

opening for the students.

Seemed great until my 4th graders found the paragraph about the spread of Sexually Transmitted

diseases.

Great book for teaching perspective. It gives a clear informational view of the westward expansion.

The book came on time and well packaged.



It was OK. I feel like for a unit on Westward Expansion, there should be more content. Although I

get it, I guess.

Great book to see both sides of the issues
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